Women's experiences with recurrent ovarian cancer.
Most women with a diagnosis of ovarian cancer, because of the advanced nature of the disease at the time of diagnosis, will face the very real possibility of an early death. Thus the disease can have a significant impact on women who play a central role in the day-to-day management of family life, the nurture of children, and the care of extended family. This article reports the perspectives of women living with ovarian cancer regarding their experiences confronting recurrent disease. For this qualitative study 18 women were interviewed. Four primary themes emerged from the analysis of the verbatim interview transcripts: waiting for recurrence, facing the diagnosis of recurrence, managing treatment-related concerns, and attempting to regain control. The practice implications for oncology nurses involve understanding the significant meaning associated with monitoring tumor markers and recurrent disease, assisting women in accessing information and support, and engaging in sensitive communication.